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you make a significant contribution to your 
own self-worth and your own soul. 

We’re heralding volunteerism here today. 
It is a really important aspect of American 
society. I’m proud of our fellow citizens 
who have answered the call. I encourage 
you to continue on. And for those of you 
who want to enrich your own life, you can 
find a way to volunteer and help somebody 
else, and it will do just that. 

So thank you all for joining us. Appre-
ciate your good work. God bless those of 
you who are volunteering. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks. 

Remarks Following a Tour of the YMCA Anthony Bowen 
February 13, 2007 

Thanks. The reason I’m here is that 
we’re heralding volunteerism in America. 
No better place to come where volunteers 
are doing their work. One of the most im-
portant things we can do in our society 
is to mentor, is to serve as examples and 
to share knowledge with people so that ev-
erybody has a chance to realize the poten-
tial of the country. We’ve got mentors here, 
people who could be doing something other 
than being here today, but have chosen 
to mentor a child. 

And so I personally want to thank you 
very much. And I encourage people to vol-
unteer. One of the great things about our 
country is that there are millions of people 
around our Nation who take it upon them-
selves to help improve the community in 
which they live, by lending their talents 
and their time to mentor a child or teach 

somebody to read or feed the hungry or 
provide shelter for the homeless. 

My job as the President is to rally the 
armies of compassion and to herald those 
examples where people are selflessly help-
ing out others, such as here at this YMCA, 
right here in Washington, DC, and to call 
upon our fellow citizens to recognize that 
by helping somebody else, you really help 
yourself in many ways. You strengthen your 
spirit, and you strengthen your soul. 

So thank you all for having me. I’m 
thrilled to be here with the mentors and 
the mentorees. Volunteerism is an—has 
been an integral part of our country, and 
is today, and it needs to be in the future. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. 

Statement on the Death of Charlie Norwood 
February 13, 2007 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of Congressman Charlie Norwood. 
Charlie was a good friend and a strong, 
spirited legislator who always stuck to his 
principles, remembering that his duty was 
to represent the best interests of the citi-

zens of his district. Throughout his seven 
terms in Congress, he was a strong advo-
cate for patients’ rights, high-quality edu-
cation, and protecting the homeland. As a 
lawmaker, he had the ability to deliver on 
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